[The secondary ossification center of fetus].
Most textbooks on human anatomy and human embryology state that the appearance of the secondary ossification center (SOC) of the fetus is considered to be after or around birth. In our study, while collecting the data on growth indexes from 346 fetuses in normal pregnancy with conceptional ages from 12 to 38 complete weeks, we investigated using B-ultrasonography the appearance of the secondary ossification center and compared them in part with the anatomically observed data collected from fetal specimens. The results of B-ultrasonic observation show that SOC can be seen at the distal end of femur after 29 complete weeks. From them on, the percentage of the appearance of SOC increases weekly, and it is almost 100% in 34 complete weeks.